
[image: image1.jpg]



HB 2586:

Quality School Libraries

Investing in school libraries is a proven and efficient way to increase student achievement and improve education for all Oregon students. Research in 15 states, including Oregon, shows that the school library program contributes to academic achievement.   That contribution cannot be explained away by other powerful influences on student performance including poverty and minority demographics. However in Oregon, we only have 454 librarians serving 1,311 schools. Fewer than 1/3 of school-age Oregonians benefit from a strong school library program with a licensed librarian and an adequate budget for books and materials.
A licensed school librarian is a teacher, first.  This essential staff person enriches every program in a school by creating lessons that integrate information literacy into classroom instruction and obtaining needed resources to support curriculum.  Above all the school teacher-librarian inspires children to cherish reading and learning. School librarians provide professional development to their colleagues introducing and providing on-going support to keep current on innovative technology use and information skills.  They are teachers teaching teachers. School librarians develop, manage, and maintain collections of print and digital materials geared to a variety of reading abilities and subjects aligned with Oregon standards.  They collaborate with their local public libraries.

A strong school library program is a key element in assuring that all Oregon graduates have the 21st Century Skills needed to compete in the global marketplace by investing in school library programs.  HB 2586 requires school districts to include goals that implement strong school library programs in local district continuous improvement plans. 

OLA’s Position:

OLA believes everyone in our community needs ready access to information appropriate to their needs.  School libraries provide this to our K-12 students.  Our public libraries work in tandem with the school libraries to build an information rich environment that supports students as they learn, explore and eventually become informed citizens. Our academic libraries rely on the school libraries to help students be information literate so they succeed as they pursue their education beyond Grade 12.  All libraries are part of the education continuum.  When one part of that is weak, we all struggle and our children do not excel.  OLA supports legislations that will ensure strong school libraries with adequate collections and appropriate staff. 

Actions for the Library Community:
· Encourage your legislators to support HB 2586.
· Explain how the libraries in your community work together.
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